
  
 
 

 

 
 
 

May 19, 2011 
 
 

Breanne Potter 
Assistant Commission Secretary 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
1150 East William Street 
Carson City, Nevada 89701-3109 
 

Re: Docket No. 09-06015 – Application of Nevada Power Company and Sierra 
Pacific Power Company d/b/a NV Energy for UEPA Permit to Construct the 
ON Line Project – Fourth Submission of Permits and Request for Issuance of 
Permit to Construct for Two Segments of Phase 2 

 
Dear Ms. Potter: 
 

On February 23, 2011, the Commission a compliance order approving Phase 2 of this 
Application (the “Phase 2 Compliance Order”) for a Permit to Construct for NV Energy’s One 
Nevada Transmission Line (“ON Line”) Project.  NV Energy hereby requests that the 
Commission accept for filing the enclosed Right of Way Grants and Notice to Proceed issued by 
the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) for two of the three segments of Phase 2.   

 
NV Energy also requests that the Commission issue a Permit to Construct for those two 

segments of Phase 2. 
 

Background 
 
In this proceeding, the Commission addressed NV Energy’s request for a Permit to 

Construct ON Line in three separate phases: 
 

(1) Phase 1:  The installation of 345 kilovolt (“kV”) series compensation and appurtenant 
electrical facilities to expand Sierra Pacific’s existing Falcon Substation, located on 
private property, in Eureka County;  
 

(2) Phase 2:  Three segments make up Phase 2 - (a) construction of the new 80-acre 500/345 
kV Robinson Summit Substation and an upgraded access road; (b) a 4.5 mile 345 kV 
transmission and associated fiber optic line interconnection loop north to the 345 kV 
Falcon-Gonder Transmission Line; and (c) a 1.5 mile 500 kV transmission and associated 
fiber optic line from Robinson Summit Substation east to the 500kV transmission line 
alignment of Great Basin Transmission LLC; and 
 

(3) Phase 3:  A new single-circuit 500 kV transmission and associated fiber optic line, 
approximately 235 miles long, from Robinson Summit through White Pine, Lincoln, Nye 
and Clark Counties to the Harry Allen 500 kV Substation, as well as new and improved 
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access roads, and relays, circuits and appurtenant equipment at the Harry Allen 
Substation. 

 
With respect to Phase 2, BLM has now issued separate right-of-way grants for Segment 

(a) (the Robinson Summit Substation and related access road upgrade) and Segment (b) (the 4.5 
mile 345 kV transmission line) and a single Notice to Proceed for both Segment (a) and Segment 
(b).  BLM has not yet issued a right-of-way grant and Notice to Proceed for Segment (c) (the 1.5 
mile 500 kV transmission line). 

 
Pursuant to Ordering Paragraph 1 of the Phase 2 Compliance Order, NV Energy must 

submit the following compliance items to the Commission in order for the Commission to issue a 
Permit to Construct the Phase 2 facilities: 
 

(a) U.S. Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) Record of Decision; 

(b) BLM Right of Way Grant; 

(c) BLM Notice to Proceed with Construction; 

(d) Surface Area Disturbance Permit approving the Dust Control Plan from the 
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Air Pollution Control; 

(e) Stormwater General Permit from the Nevada Division of Environmental 
Protection, Bureau of Water Pollution Control; 

(f) Written verification from the Utilities that they have completed and will maintain 
at their site location upon commencement of construction the Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan required for compliance with the Stormwater General 
Permit (NVR100000); 

(g) Special Use Permit issued by White Pine County; and  

(h) Encroachment Permits for Highway Crossing from the Nevada Department of 
Transportation. 

 
On February 22, 2011, NV Energy filed Compliance Items 1(d), 1(e), 1(f) and 1(g) with 

the Commission.   
 
On February 28, 2011, NV Energy filed Compliance Item 1(h) with the Commission. 
 
On March 9, 2011, NV Energy filed Compliance Item 1(a), the Record of Decision of the 

BLM for Phase 2. 
 

Request for Issuance of Permit to Construct for Two Segments of Phase 2 
 
Compliance Items 1(b) and 1(c) are attached for Segments (a) and (b) of Phase 2.  

Accordingly, all required compliance items necessary for the issuance of a Permit to Construct 
for Segments (a) and (b) of Phase 2 have now been submitted to the Commission.   

 
With the submission of all compliance items for Segments (a) and (b) of Phase 2 now 

complete, NV Energy requests that the Commission issue a Permit to Construct for these two 
segments. 
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The Phase 2 Compliance Order provides that upon Staff’s verification of the completion 

of the compliance items, the Commission will issue a Permit to Construct with the following 
detailed description: 

 
In White Pine County, the new 80-acre 500/345 kilovolt Robinson 
Summit Substation, along with an upgraded access road, the 4.5 
mile 345 kilovolt transmission line interconnection loop north to 
the 345 kilovolt Falcon-Gonder Transmission Line, and a 1.5 mile 
500 kilovolt transmission line from Robinson Summit Substation 
to GBT-South’s 500 kilovolt transmission line alignment. 

 
NV Energy realizes that this request is for the Commission to issue a Permit to Construct 

for only two of the three segments of Phase 2, and that to do so will require that the detailed 
description for this initial Permit to Construct differ from the detailed description issued for the 
entirety of Phase 2.  We appreciate the Commission’s consideration of this request.  NV Energy 
makes this request because of the need to have the contractor initiate construction on Segments 
(a) and (b) now.  Were NV Energy to delay the initiation of work on Segments (a) and (b) until it 
receives the BLM right-of-way grant and Notice to Proceed for Segment (c), delay damages will 
accrue under the construction contract the cost of which would be assessed to the ON Line 
Project.  

 
NV Energy believes that the detailed description provided in the Phase 2 Compliance 

Order can be appropriately modified for the Permit to Construct for Segments (a) and (b) of 
Phase 2, by omitting the language regarding the 1.5 mile segment.  With that modification and 
the insertion of the word “and” in the second line, the detailed description for the Permit to 
Construct would read: 

 
In White Pine County, the new 80-acre 500/345 kilovolt Robinson 
Summit Substation, along with an upgraded access road, and the 
4.5 mile 345 kilovolt transmission line interconnection loop north 
to the 345 kilovolt Falcon-Gonder Transmission Line. 

 
Please contact me if you have any questions about this submission and request for 

issuance of Permit to Construct. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 
    /s/ Christopher A. Hilen /s/     
Christopher A. Hilen 
Associate General Counsel 

 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Service List Docket 09-06015 
 Mark Harris, ARRA Electrical Engineer 
 































































CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I hereby certify that I have served the foregoing APPLICATION OF SIERRA PACIFIC 
POWER COMPANY AND NEVADA POWER COMPANY D/B/A NV ENERGY FOR UEPA 
PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT THE ON LINE PROJECT – FOURTH SUBMISSION OF PERMITS 
AND REQUEST FOR ISSUANCE OF PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT FOR TWO SEGMENTS OF 
PHASE 2 upon the persons listed below by: 
 
ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Tammy Cordova     
Staff Counsel      
Public Utilities Commission of Nevada 
9075 West Diablo Drive, Suite 250 
Las Vegas, NV  89148 
tcordova@puc.nv.gov 
 

ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Staff Counsel Division 
Public Utilities Commission of Nevada 
1150 E. William Street 
Carson City, NV  89701-3109 
pucn.sc@puc.nv.gov 

ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Debrea Terwilliger 
Staff Counsel Division 
Public Utilities Commission of Nevada 
1150 E. William Street 
Carson City, NV  89701-3109 
dterwillinger@puc.nv.gov 
 

ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Attorney General’s Office   
Bureau of Consumer Protection 
100 N. Carson Street    
Carson City, NV  89701-4717  
bcpserve@ag.nv.gov 

ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Eric Witkoski      
Attorney General’s Office    
Bureau of Consumer Protection   
555 E. Washington Street, Suite 3900  
Las Vegas, NV  89101    
ewitkoski@ag.nv.gov 
 

ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Kathleen Drakulich 
McDonald Carano Wilson 
100 West Liberty Street, 10th Floor 
Reno, NV 89505 
kdrakulich@mcdonaldcarano.com 

ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Reese Tietje 
Nevada State Clearinghouse 
209 E. Musser Street, Room 200 
Carson City, NV 89701 
clearinghouse@state.nv.us 
 

ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Scott Carver 
LS Power Development, LLC 
2 Tower Center Blvd, 11th Floor 
East Brunswick, NJ 08816 
scarver@lspower.com 

ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Mark Milburn 
Great Basin Transmission, LLC 
400 Chesterfield Center, Suite 110 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
mmilburn@lspower.com 
 

U.S. MAIL 
Bret Wipple 
Justice Law Center 
1100 S. 10th Street 
Las Vegas, NV 89104 

U.S. MAIL 
John P. Chiara 
1411 Brentwood Court 
Gardnerville, NV 89410 

 

 
 DATED this 19th day of May, 2011. 
 
          /s/ Patti Pastrell /s/  
       Patti Pastrell 
       Legal Secretary 
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